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January 8, 2009 
Laurie Cranmer 
Patent Examiner 
USPTO 
Alexandria, VA. 
Fax: 571,273.8300 



Dear Ms. Cranmer, 

This letter is to summarize our conversation regarding examiners rejection of 
applicants U.S. patent application 10/749,065 in light of prior art by Hartigan and 
Fligsten. 

Examiner cites item 16a in the Hartigan drawings as a rigidifying strip. In the 
Hartigan patent, 16a is listed as a flexible strap. 

The function of applicant's rigidifying strip is to maintain the beneficial shape of 
the restraint when the leading edge of the device is connected with its single 
attachment device to existing seat belt hardware. 

Based on the foregoing, applicant is of the opinion his application has defined 
patentable subject matter over the prior art of record. 
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Sincerely, 



Dave Burns 
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